Still's disease in children and adults: a distinct pattern of acute-phase proteins.
Crossed affinoimmunoelectrophoresis with Con A as a ligand was used to examine the microheterogeneity of alpha1-acid glycoprotein (AGP) and alpha1-antichymotrypsin (ACT) in sera of patients with child-onset and adult-onset Still's disease. The reactivity of both proteins was increased in sera of adults and decreased in sera of children with active disease, when compared with normal values. We also found statistically significant differences in serum concentration of ACT and ferritin in both diseases. This result suggests different pathogenic mechanisms of Still's disease in children and adults. Serum concentration of ferritin and ACT could be of value as a combined marker for the adult, but not the juvenile form of Still's disease.